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Willingness to Pay for Recovery of Samrong Canal, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

Water pollution is a by-product of economic growth and has become an increasingly critical issue.
Unfortunately, water pollution impacts are not treated as a commercial item, and thus it is difficult to measure the
environmental costs arising from water pollution. There is an imminent need to find a way to measure benefits of
water quality improvements. Therefore, this study attempts to apply a contingent valuation method (CVM) to
quantifying the water quality improvements of Samrong canal, Songkhla Province. Accounting to the results, the
individuals’ annual willingness to pay of recovery Samrong canal is calculated as about 95.40 to 180.80 Baht and the
total willingness to pay for the entire population of the study area is annually about 0.80 to 1.60 million Baht. We
hope this non market valuation on estimating to enhance environmental economists ability to provide policy-makers
with useful information for evaluating and planning environmental policies relating specifically to water quality

improvements.

Keywords: Samrong canal, valuation estimation, water quality improvement, willingness to pay
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